In 2004 Wetlands Ecology and Management (WEM) launched a new series devoted to descriptions of the world's wetlands with a goal of publishing review articles, with an ecological focus, of wetlands in particular geographic areas that have not been described at all, have not been described in English or have not been recently described. The first article in the series (Wetlands of Central America by Aaron Ellison) has been widely cited. In this volume of WEM the next articles in the series appear.
Joanna Ellison (Wetlands of the Pacific Island region) describes seven types of wetlands over a vast region that encompasses 21 countries and territoriesonly five being signatories to the Ramsar convention. She describes large-scale patterns in diversity and provides insight into the quality and amount of information that is available for wetlands in the region. A variety of human activities are impacting the regions' wetlands and Ellison describes a range of activities that are needed if wetlands in the region are to be conserved and used wisely. Similar to the article by Aaron Ellison, Joanna Ellison provides a compilation of important references that can be used to gain further insight into wetlands of Pacific Islands.
Al-Hilli and colleagues (An assessment of vegetation and environmental controls in the 1970s of the Mesopotamian wetlands of southern Iraq) provide an historical view of prior conditions in the vast Mesopotamian Plain wetlands prior to the large-scale destruction that has occurred in recent decades. This valuable contribution serves, in part as a benchmark, for gauging ongoing restoration efforts.
These two articles are representative of the types of descriptions that Jos and I seek for the series. While we continue to search for authors to describe the world's vast diversity of wetlands we also encourage the readers to suggest topics and potential authors. If you have suggestions for the series, please contact Jos or me.
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